187.   LETTER TO Jf. S. PHADKE

POST ANDHERI,
March 20, 1924

MY DEAR MR.  PHADKE,

I have your letter.

The article on Continence1 referred to by you was written by
me not because I believed that India was over-populated, but
because I believed that self-restraint was good in every case and
much more so at a time when we were ourselves in a state of
slavery. I am totally opposed to artificial means of con trolling the
birth-rate, and it is not possible for me to congratulate you or your
co-workers on having brought into being a League whose activities,
if successful, can only do great moral injury to the people. I wish
I could convince you and your co-workers to disband the League
and devote your energy to a better purpose. You will please pardon
me for giving my opinion in such a decisive manner, I have not
hesitated to do so because I knQw something of such activities in
England and France.

Tours sincerely,

N. S. PHADKE, Esq.

HON. SECRETARY

BOMBAY BIRTH-CONTROL LEAGUE

GlRGAUM

BOMBAY

From a photostat: S.N. 8538; also C.W. 5130

1 Presumably, the reference is to the article "In Confidence*' published
in Toung India, 13-104920; vide Vol. XVIII, pp, 345-3.